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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt: . the sail of his boat over him to keep him warm. The
leper tossed and moaned. The corners of his mouth were drawn up over his teeth; an accelerated death-rattle
shook his chest and with each one of his aspirations, his stomach touched his spine. At last, he closed his eyes. |
feel as if ice were in my bones! Lay thyself beside me! he commanded. Julian took off his garments; and then,
as naked as on the day he was born, he got into the bed; against his thigh he could feel the skin of the leper, and
it was colder than a serpent and as rough as a file. He tried to encourage the leper, but he only whispered: Oh! |
am about to die! Come closer to me and warm me! Not with thy hands! No! with thy whole body. So Julian
stretched himself out upon the leper, lay on him, lips to lips, chest to chest. Then the leper clasped him close and
presently his eyes shone like stars; his hair lengthened into sunbeams; the breath of his nostrils had the scent of
roses; a cloud of incense rose from the hearth, and the waters began to murmur harmoniously; an abundance
of bliss, a superhuman joy, filled the soul of the swooning Julian, while he who clasped him to his breast grew
and grew until his head and his feet touched the opposite walls of the cabin. The roof flew up in the air,
disclosing the heavens, and Julian ascended into infinity face to face with our Lord Jesus Christ, who bore him
straight to heaven. And this is the story of...
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