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Not so very many years ago the publication of a book such as this one would have been an impossibility, as
metal workers guarded their secrets with jealous care and would, under no consideration, give out the slightest
inkling as to the composition of the various lacquers, alloys, etc., used in the manufacture of various articles.
The stride taken by analytical chemistry has changed all this, ind recent years have seen publicity thrown on the
ingredients of many components absolutely unknown before. In the preparation of this volume I have freely
availed myself of the vast store of metal receipts and processes contained in The American Artisan during the
nineteen years of its existence. These aforesaid receipts and processes are certainly of special value to sheet
metal workers, as they have at one time or another been asked for by readers of that paper, and in a number
of cases the information given was furnished by manufacturers using the receipt in their business or by skilled
mechanics furnishing a compound whose ingredients they had themselves worked out, these valuable data
being first published in The American Artisan and never having appeared in book form until now. I must also
acknowledge my indebtedness in the compilation of this volume to leading American and foreign technical
journals, notably those published in Germany in behalf of the metal industry, from whose columns I have from
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