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House of Representative, April 4, 7, 12, and May 7, 1990 Meanwhile it has become apparent that there is much
doubt of the extent of the power granted to the local government of Hawaii by the provisions of the joint
resolution, and in many important respects it has created something like an interregnum. Many doubtful
questions of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction have arisen, as well as of criminal procedure, rendering it
uncertain whether there is now any tribunal for the decision of important questions affecting property and any
existing method by which criminals may be indicted or legal juries impaneled for their trial. In anticipation of
Congressional action, the election to fill vacancies in the Hawaiian senate was not held last year, and there is,
therefore, no legislative power for appropriating money for public purposes. There is also grave doubt
concerning the power of the Hawaiian government to grant franchises for industrial and commercial
enterprises, or for railways which have been projected, and the Attorney-General of the United States has
decided that the Hawaiian government has no power to grant or lease any of the public lands for homesteads
or for any purpose, notwithstanding the fact that the treaty of annexation declared that the proceeds and
revenues of such lands should be devoted to the benefit of the inhabitants of Hawaii. In many respects the
business affairs of the Territory are brought to a standstill. Many Americans have bought government land
since annexation, on which they have built residences and planted crops, but their land titles are now in dispute
and can not be settled...
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