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decrease in property tax; more than 21 percent unemployment rate; and 1 out of every 5 homes in foreclosure.
This Wednesday marked a day when our City had to face the fact that we have no place else to go. We have
bottomed out. Without your help, without a tool such as the Economic Disaster Declara-tion, what will cities like
Los Banos do | am Tommy Jones, mayor of Los Banos, and on behalf of my community, | am asking you to
vote yes for this legislation. Please give our community a chance. And let me close with this. The last election
was probably the greatest election that | have considered in my lifetime, being a young boy who grew up in the
South where going through back doors was common, been a young man coming from my second tour of
Vietnam and coming home with my friends, and | was not al-lowed to go into the same place that they were. |
know what it feels like to be a second class citizen. But the citizens of my com-munity now are experiencing
that. And they are begging and pray-ing for your help. Thank you very much. Thank you so much. The
prepared statement of Mayor Jones can be found on page 30 of the appendix. HAIRMAN The C. | invite our
colleague, Mr. Cardoza, to join us, there being no objection, on the platform if he would. STATEMENT OF BILL
JOHNSON, DIRECTOR, ALABAMA DE-PARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, STATE OF...
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