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Prevention. Excerpt: . . . 11 and regulations, designed to make it difficult if not impossible for African-American
to register to vote due to literacy tests, poll taxes, and outright harassment and vio-lence. It took Congress and
the states nearly another century until we adopted the Twenty-Fourth Amendment to the Constitution in 1964,
which prohibited poll taxes or any tax on the right to vote. In 1965 Congress finally enacted the Voting Rights
Act, which once and for all was supposed to prohibit discrimination against voters on the basis of race or color.
The Act also provides that no person, whether acting under color of law or otherwise, shall: intimidate,
threaten, coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any other person for the purpose of interfering
with the right of such person to vote or to vote as he may choose, or of causing such other person to vote for,
or not vote for, any candidate for any federal office . 42 U. S. C. 1971 ( b ), emphasis supplied . Mr. Chairman, it
is time for Congress to once again take action to stop the latest reprehensible tactics that are being used
against African-American voters to inter-fere with ( a ) their right to vote or ( b ) their right to vote for the
candidate of their choice, as protected in the Voting Rights Act. These tactics undermine and corrode our very
democracy and threaten the very integrity of...
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