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Rescript to Archbishop Warham. Sir H. S. vol. z. p. 727. TO our venerable Brother William Archbishop of
Canterbury, Legate born to us and to the Apostolical See, Pope Leo the Tenth. Venerable Brother, Health and
Apostolical Benediction. Your care has prompted you to ask of us on what Day you ought to injoin a Fast to
your People, since on this Year the Vigil of the Nativity of the Blessed John Baptist falls on the Feast of the most
holy Body of Christ: Having therefore taken mature Deliberation a with our Brethren on this Point, we think sit
thus to answer you, viz. That we ordain by this Constitution for ever to endure, that the Vigil of the Nativity of
the Blessed John aforesaid, when it falls on the 1 ut supra Feast of the Body of Christ (in which the
Remembrance of our Saviour, on whom our Salvation depends, is calld. to mind) in regard to so great a
Festival Solemnity, the Wednesday ought to be fasted, and is to be fasted as that Vigil: And we command, that
for the fu This was that Pope who granted those extravagant Indulgences, which provoked Martin Lather to
preach against them, which he began to do about two Years before the date of these Letters. And violent
Agitations were thereby caused at this time in Germany, Italy, and other Places. a Tho Pope Leo was allowd to
be a very polite Man, and excelld in human Learning, yet his...
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