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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Carmelite Review, Vol. 1: A Monthly Catholic
Journal Devoted to Our Blessed Lady of Mount Carmel There were troublesome times in merrie England. The
Holy Father, the Vicar of Christ upon earth, had vainly remonstrated with the infamous monarch John, who at
that time wielded the scepter upon the English throne. Innocent Ill, in consequence of the scandalous conduct of
the king, had deemed it proper to set aside the custom which had, up to that time prevailed, of consulting the
ruling sovereign upon the appointment of a bishop to any of the vacant Sees. The Bishopric of Canterbury
being vacant he placed therein one eminently fitted for the exalted position, but in so doing he incurred the
wrath of the rebellious prince. John, venting his rage upon all who supported the Pontiff, or loyally tendered
their ready submission to the holy prelate, sent his minions to despoil an adjacent abbey, and banish the monks
from their much loved home. Nothing remained but to place the kingdom under an Interdict, a punishment
which was never resorted to save when gentler measures had been tried in vain, and mild persuasion been
laughed to scorn. The nature of an interdict is, generally speaking, well known, still it may not be a-miss to
devote a few moments time to say that it is a something calculated to strike terror to the strongest heart, and
fill with anguish the devoted clients cf our holy church. During its continuance none of the exterior rites of
religion can be observed. The spacious cathedral and the simple village church must alike divest their altars of
the adornments with which piety or...
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