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geopolitical landscape. It was a time when the tempo of history accelerated so rapidly that, as one historian put
it, events seemed to be moving beyond human control, if not human comprehension. Benjamin B. Fischer of
CIA s History StaF selected, edited, and wrote the preface to the National Intelligence Estimates and other
intelligence assessments included in this companion volume. In conjunction with the conference, the
Intelligence Community will release to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) the records
reprinted in this compendium and those listed in the Appendix. The declassification and release of these
documents marks a new stage in the CIA s commitment to openness. The Agency has only rarely declassified
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