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newspapers, broadsides, diaries, and letters, he shows how patriotic celebrations and their reproduction in a
rapidly expanding print culture helped connect local politics to national identity. Waldstreicher reveals how
Americans worked out their political diIerences in creating a festive calendar. Using the Fourth of July as a
model, members of diIerent political parties and social movements invented new holidays celebrating such
events as the ratification of the Constitution, Washington s birthday, JeIerson s inauguration, and the end of
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political process and helped dissenters forge eIective means of protest, they had their limits as vehicles of
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